


Che Republican, 


NS <a 


No. 30. Vol. 6.] Lonpon, Friday, Dec, 20, 1822. [Price 6d. 














TO THE REPUBLICANS OF THE ISLAND OF 
HAYTI. 





REPUBLICAN CITIZENS, 

A NATIVE of the Island of Albion, and an inhabitant of one 
of its Gaols, in consequence of his struggles for an extended 
liberty, ventures to address you publicly, as an opportunity 
has been offered to him to have conveyed to you his printed 
sentiments and congratulations. The writer of this possesses 
a pure republican spirit, which he at present breathes among 
too many slaves and cowards, but he breathes in hopes, that 
their emancipation is not far distant, and, that they will fol- 
low the example of the once slaves but now free Republi- 
cans of Hayti. The corrupt, the tyrannical, and the unpo- 
pular government of this Island affects a hauteur towards 
your Republic, but, I can venture to console you with the 
assurance, that it willseek an alliance with you before many 
years have passed away, and, that a majority of the people of 
this Island have already a kindred spirit with you. We have 
just received the pleasing intelligence that your neighbouring 
Island, Porto Rico, and the next in importance to Hayti or 
Jamaica, has been declared a free Republic by some politi- 
eal adventurers, but we have no confirmation of the success 
of theirattempt. We wait anxiously for similar steps !n the 
Island of Cuba and the Mexiean territory, after which the 
humbug of monarchy may be fairly considered extinct in 
the American quarter of this globe. You should leave no 
means untried to stir up a republican spirit in Cuba. It is 
of the greatest importance to you, not that the present form 
of its government can corrupt or injure yours, but there er 
be nothing like fraternity between you until the people Oo 

Cuba possess the advantages of freedom and a a 
Bvernment. Another point is, that the British government, 
& distinct thing from the British people, is aiming to possess 
itselfof that important Island. 1 would ratber hear her own 
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inhabitants had proclaimed Cuba an independent Republic 
than that it should be a British colony. 

We can plainly discern, at this distance, that Iturbide is 
playing the tyrant in Mexico, and that he willspeedily share 
the fate of your late tyrants Dessalines and Christophe. 
Mexico will be a Republic within a year from this time, if it 
be not so before this reaches you. You, the Republicans 
of Hayti, will have the satisfaction of being the oldest Ke- 
public in the West Indian Seas, and you may rely onit, that 
every Island in those seas will form itself into a Republic or 
part of a Republic within seven years. Jamaica seems pro- 
bable to be the last to assert its independence, but as in the 
case of Spain, this government will not retain a single colony 
after we can reform its legislature. Colonies avail a nation 
nothing as a whole, they serve only to enrich a few individu- 
als at the expence of the many. A free trade between inde- 
pendent governments, and no colonies, is the source of ge- 
neral prosperity. Republicans of Hayti, assist the struggling 
Republicans of your neighbouring islands towards obtaining 
their independence, if you can well and safely do it, but ab- 
stain from all other conquests: keep yourselves free from co- 
lonial possessions. 

Colonies are not only a source of war with neighbouring 
powers, but they inevitably generate civil war; as it is natu- 
ral and proper that every body of men should aspire to inde- 
pendence as soon as they feel the power to assert it. It is 
the duty of every association of men to prepare for indepen- 
dence, and to preserve it when they have once obtained it. 

Perhaps, I cannot offer you matter of more interest than 
to give you a faithful description of the political spirit of the 
inhabitants of Europe. As a proof that this spirit is becom- 
ing generally republican, I need only tell you, that nearly all 
our despots, or their representatives, are at this moment in 
Congress devising means to counteract that spirit; and it 1s 
yet doubtful whether they are to apply their last resource, 
their last mode of argument, their guns and their bayonets, 
to impede that spirit! I trast your good sense aad experl- 
ence will convince you, that they would resort to that mode 
of argument, if it would tend to the preservation of their 
cause and interests. But the general opinion is, and it seems 
to have no exceptions with the despots themselves, that the 
first gun that discharges a shot in the character of national 
war, in Europe, will be the signal gun for the extinction of 
‘monarchy and priestcraft. Spain and Portugal have go" 
vernments as purely Republican as yours in Hayti. They 
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are oppressed by priestcraft, but there is now no fear but 
they will purge out that disease from the body politic. 
These countries, mind you, but three years ago, were ex- 
pected to be the last to move and become regenerated in Eu- 
rope. France is preparing to hoist the tri-coloured standard 
again, aud to avoid the evil which caused her fal! from her 
late high estate. France willbea perfect Republic after the 
accomplishment of another revolution. The general opi- 
pion is, that the revolutionists wait only for the death of the 
putrified apoplectic glutton who now {fills the office of King, 
and that death is hourly expected; or,a war déclared against 
Spain by the French Bourbons will be the /ocsin of a French 
revolution. It is possible that the son of Napoleon Buona- 
parte may be called to fill the nominal office of Chief Ma- 
gistrate, but this even is doubtful, and his age not yet tivelve 
years, would leave the peuple to complete a Republic from 
his incapacity to dictate any thing to the contrary. 

Italy is oppressed by the deadly, brutal armies of Austria, 
but is quite ready to form a complete Republic as soon as 
circumstances shall draw off those armies from her bounda- 
ries, or as soon as her inhabitants feel strengh to combat them. 
The whole of Germany, that is intelligent, is avowedly re- 
publican, and we have had certain proofs that the spirit of 
liberty has made its way into Russia. If Russia does not 
war with Turkey, and cannot lead her armies into some kind 
of war, the discontent which rages among them seems very 
likely to make war at home, or to cause a revolution. | 
should be no more surprised to hear of Russia becoming a 
Republic, than I was to hear of the people of Spain, Portu- 
gal and Naples overthrowing their despotisms. 

In this Island of Albion, which is the name that preceded 
Britain, as Hayti preceded and succeeded that of Hispaniola 
or Saint Domingo, we havea majority of the population intel- 
ligent Republicans. There is scarely a mechanft in this Island 
Who cannot argue upon the advantages of a Republican form 
of government and give his reasons for preferring ) 
narchy. Our farmers, the cultivators of the soil, and their 
labourers, have been most behind in advocating the cause of 
freedom and revolution, but the corrupt system under which 
We live has begun to ruin the farmer, and to deprive even our 
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factured by the government itself, and all that we have to 
mind is to avoid the revolutionary snares in which the mem- 
bers and supporters of the government are continually seek- 
ing to entangle us. This has been the state of affairs with 
us now for near seven years, and we daily expect to find 
that the government, like Castlereagh, has destroyed itself, 
from the impossibility of being carried on in its present form 
and character any further. Let nothing surprise you that 
you hear from Europe. We are on the eve of the bursting 
forth of a revolutionary volcano throughout this quarter of 
the globe, and all we aim at is, to bring it about with the 
smallest possible degree of bloodshed. We wish rather to 
carry it upon the principles of discussion and utility than the 
power of arms and ammunition. 

We have not many public writers in this Island who 
openly advocate the preference of a representative legislature 
and an elective magistracy, but we have a host who advo- 
cate that system of government by insinuations, whilst they 
hypocritically talk about our present constitution being pre- 
ferable to all others, and falsely assert that they desire no 
change in the system of King, Lords, and Commons. Our 
Printing Press, as a whole, is preferable to that of any other 
part of Kurope, but even here the predominating power of 
the King, the Aristocracy, and the priests engendersa degree 
of sycophancy and hypocrisy that nauseates a truly inde- 
pendent mind. Republicans of Hayti, do not fear a free 
printing press. Keep that treasure free from the slightest 
shackle. Let it work its own way as free as each individual 
among you would wish his own tongue to be. Counte- 
nance nothing of that fiction and nonsense which in this 
country is called libel on public institutions. Recollect that 
-every public institution is a common property, and every 1n- 
dividual has a right to express his opinion of the value of 
that which is his own. In this country there are many indi- 
viduals, and the writer one of them, who are imprisoned 
and robbed of their property for publishing books which 
question ‘the utility of some of our institutions; but this 1s 
despotism itself, and is absolutely a worse state of govern- 
ment than absolute monarchy, or where every person and 
thing is considered the property of the monarch. Fear no- 
thing in the shape of books and papers. The men of this 
Island are generally as tenacious of being called and const- 
dered free, as vain and ugly old women are of being consi- 
dered young and blooming. They are shocked at being told 
they are the veriestslaves; but such is the fact, forno where 
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is there so much laborious work performed upon so scanty 
a supply of food and raiment. They have but one distinc- 
tion from a state of avowed slavery; and that is, the profits of 
their labour are extracted from them in the shape of taxes 
upon articles of consumption, instead of ha ving a prescribed 
quantity of food and labour from the hands of a slave-mas- 


ter. The great cause of this evil arises from prejudices 


rooted upon custom. Be you assured, that a great body of 
the inhabitants of this Island are as much alarmed at a few 
simple truths, that are opposed to their prejudices and for- 
mer notions, as a child would be at the most terrific object 
that could be shewn to it or impressed upon its mind. I 
attribute this circumstance to an absence of free discussion, 
and to an absence of that spirit which should exist among 
all freemen, a desire to get rid of every opinion that caunot 
stand the test of the fullest discussion. J] am anxious to im- 
pressupon you, Republicans of Hayti, that the source of all 
prosperity and human improvement must center upon intel- 
ligence, and that intelligence is a capital that can only be 
produced ina ratio with the freedom of discussica or mental 
labour. Look where you will among mankind, where you 
find no discussion you find no intelligence. 

Hold nothing sacred about the truth or value of which a 
doubt can be raised. If you bave a state religion (and I be- 
lieve you still retain the superstition of those who once held 
you in bonds!) by all means let it stand or fall by its own 
merits and never attempt to legislate about it. Compel no 
one to support it. Let the teacbers and preacliers of that re- 
ligion receive that support only which the people may think 
proper to give them. It is fitting that | should inform you, 
that the Christian religion is generally questioned as to its 
trath throughout Europe. I, who am a prisoner lor ques- 
tioning its truth; I, who, at the time of writing this, bave 
spent upwards cf three years in the prison chamber, from 
which ] now write, on that account; I, who have been de- 
prived of my all, in the shape of accumulated capital, for 


that act, do now solemnly assure you, that [ have traced 


the Christian religion to its origin, and L do find the most po- 
sitive proofs, that. the persoi called the founder of the Clhiris- 
tian religion never had existence, that the account about his 
birth, bis Jife, his death, and bis resurrection to life, !s altoge- 
ther a fable which was never known at Jerusalem within the 


first century of that which is now called the Christian era. 
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is merely to prepare you for a full examination of the mat- 
ter, and to remove the prejudices that may be an obstacle to 
it. Ifthe existence of Jesus cannot be proved, the Christian 
religion has no foundation in truth. Independent of this 
conclusion, the intelligent men and women of this Island 
have discarded it altogether upon scientific grounds. 

It has been the opinion of many who have been themselves 
amongst the most moral and free from all religious prejudices 
that some kind of national religion is essential to the well 
being and the very existence of a society: but, I wish to as- 
sure and to convince you, Republicans of Hayti, that such is 
not the fact. ‘Those persons have entertained the notion that 
religion produces and preserves morality, and that there 
would be no morality among what have been called the 
lower, which means the poorer, or the labouring, overtaxed 
classes of society, if there was no religion among them. 
Such a conclusion could only be deduced from an ignorance 
of what was readly religion and what was really morality. 

Religion is the consequence of that terror about physical 
causes and effects which ignorance leaves upon the human 
mind. Enlighten the mind, as to those physical causes and 
effects, and you at once drive away the notion with the ne- 
cessity of religion. Morality isthe common good of all ani- 
mated beings. It is the physical cause of all that is good, of 
all that benefits and delights society as a whole. The rela- 
tions of all animated beings are deducible to two distinct op- 
posite and well understood principles—good and evil. Mo- 
rality and intelligence distinguish the former—religion and 
ignorance the latter. That meretricious harlot called Reli- 
gion always secks the mantle of morality as a cloak for her 
hideous ffgure. Takeaway the cloak of morality—strip her 
of that which she disgraces, and you will soon see the pro- 
priety of rooting out the existence of this corrupting harlot. 
I believe, that the allegory of the Great Whore of Babylon, 
in the Jewish Scriptures, is figurative of that curse among 
mankind called religion. I can see no partial application to 
any distinct sect of religionists in it, for the impartial, philo- 
sophic eye can discern no moral difference in them. Where- 
ever supernatural powers are preached, ignorance and vice 
are sure to follow. The whole duty of man is to acquaint 
himself with the natural relations that affect him, and not tc 
seek after supernatural relations, of whose existence there 1s 
not a shadow of proof, but of whose non-existence every 12° 
telligent enquiring mind will soon find satisfactory proofs. 
An individual, ora society, to be happy and prosperous have 
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need only to be moral, to act upon the principle of doing as 
they would be done unto. Religion is a canker-worm to 
health and industry, and is an unnatural excitement of the 
mind that generates certain disease, without a chance of be- 
nefit in any shape. Hypocrites make a great cry about 
Christianity, and the morals of the New Testament, but they 
should be informed, that the morals of the New ‘Testament 
have nothing more to do with what is called Christianity, 
than have the merals of Socrates or Seneca, of Thomas 
Paine, Elihu Palmer, or John Stewart. The morals to be 
found in the writings of either of those five persons are supe- 
rior to any thing to be found in the New Testament. Chris- 
tianity designates a superstition that teaches and worships 
some supposed supernatural powers, and has no more con- 
nection with morality than it has with any one of the physi- 
calsciences. Religion or Christianity forms a trade, an em- 
piricism, which is not the case with morality. When we 
see the teachers of Christianity follow some iudustrious cal- 
ling and preach for nothing, then they may call upon us to 
respect their motives, but so long as they make their preach- 
ings a means of procuring them all the luxuries of life, we 
must attach suspicion to their motives and question their 
good intentions. 

Republicans of Hayti, give your Printing Press perfect 
freedom, and you will soon become the most intelligent na- 
tion on the face of earth. Fear nothing iu the shape of opi- 
nions for itis by their clashing that intelligence is produced. 
I should esteem that man my best friend who would con- 
vince me of error by reasonable argument. There is nothing 
sacred but truth, and that will always be found the strongest 
and the clearest where it is most scrutinised. 

I wish to impress upon you, distinguished Citizens of 
Hayli, that the form of your government can never be ren- 
dered too. simple. Extend the elective franchise to every 
man who can read and write, and you at once lay the basis 
for general instruction, as every man will aspire to that equa- 
lity of right which makes bim an elector. ou have fallen 
iuto much of the complicated system of the United States 
Government, but your advantage in bringing your elective 
system nearer to that of Spain and Portugal or even to be- 
come more simple than that in those countries. The more 
Simple and intelligent the government of any country, ine 
more powerful and the more expeditious In all its move- 
ments. One house of legislators like that in Spain is quite 
sufficient, and no individual should be allowed to hold a 
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veto over its decrees or impede its progress in any shape 
whatever, as when it speaks the nation speaks: the sovereiay 
people wills. Elections should be renewed every year, and 
every man be free to be elected as often as any body of 
electors may think proper. Any system of checks or ex- 
clusions is nothing short of a system of hostility to the na- 
tional interests. He is a sorry or a corrupt politician in my 
view who pretends to advocate the necessity of any thing of 
the kind. It is altogether unnecessary in a Republican, 
where the power to legislate and to administer the laws is 
delegated by elections end every man an elector: where 
office is filled as a matter of duty, and not as a matter of 
power, profit, and hereditary right. A President, or Chief 
Magistrate, isnot a necessary ofiicer for any thing connected 
with the internal affairs of the community, it is only a ne- 
cessary point to keep up a correspondence and intercourse 
with foreiga powers, therefore, it is monstrous to give such 
an officer a discretionary power over the decisions of the na- 
tion in convention. Under such a government the laws 
would be so simple as to enable every man to become a per- 
fect lawyer, and any intelligent honest man would be equal 
to the duties of a magistrate. There would be no need of 
standing Judges, and standing Lawyers, every offence against 
the laws would be made cognizable by the magistrate, and 
the offender tried and punished immediately on the offence 
occurring. 

Another very important point for your consideration, 
brave and generous Haytians, is a system of finance that 
shall ocasion the smallest amount of taxation. It is a bad 
principle in a nation to alienate its lands and mines to indi- 
viduals, as individual property. A revenue equivalent to 
any. necessities of governmeut may be raised from a ren- 
tal of land and mines without the least taxation upon articles 
of consumption, or individual property. ‘The advantages of 
such a system of finance are incalculable. It would give a 
new feature to society, not only by promoting industry, but 
by leaving the profit of all labour to the enjoyment of the 
labourer; to him who produces it. This is the only system 
that can procure the much desired equality of rights. Under 
all our Kuropean systems of finance there is no respect paid 
to individual property. They all form so many systems ol 
indiscriminate plunder. He who labours hardest, he who 
is the most industrious, has the smallest quantity of the lux- 
uries or even of the necessaries of life to his own consump 
tion. This is an unnatural state of things. 





. @ ee 6 Ged 0 feet KS eee ae lCUwlCt KC lC A, CU 


=>. - — ate A> —— 











THE REPUBLICAN, 937 


A system of finance founded upon a rental of the land and 
mines would sive that stability to a government which is so 
desirable in matters of pecuniary support. The exact amount 
of the revenue would always be known, and arrangements in 
anticipation might be always safely made. Every man 
would know what he had to contribute to the expences of 

‘the state, and no tithe or tax-gatherer, no King, no Lord, no 

Priest would ever step in to share the profits of his produce. 
This system | ea rnestly recommend to you, exemplary 
Haytians. It would not prevent you from taxing the iin- 
ported produce of other countries, if necessary, whilst it 
would leave your own produce untaxed, to compete in price 
with that of any other country, in any foreign market. 
There is no one obstacle to this system in any country where 
the land is cultivated. It is only necessary for the nation in 
convention to impose a tax or rental on every acre of land 
in possession, or that may be possessed, and all other taxes 
may be immediately dispensed with, to the benefit of almost 
every individual in the community. ‘The magistrate of a 
district, or the overseer of a parish, would be the only ne- 
cessary collector of the revenue, and simplicity of arrange- 
ment would pervade the whole system of government, whilst 
every member of the community would be a cheerful sup- 
porter, and not, as we find it in this country, practising all 
kinds of schemes to defraud the revenue. 

This system bears no relation to that ill-founded notion 
which gets into some men’s heads about the right and equa- 
lity of property. Of all the projects that were ever broached 
that of an equality of property is the most impracticable. It 
is upon a par with the contention for uniformity of opinions. 
It is utterly impossible among a people that can count one 
million in numbers. Property is an accumulation of the pro- 
duce of labour upon the productions of the land. ‘The land 
with all its natural productions may and ought to be a com- 
mon property ; that is, its rental ought to be the revenue of 
the government, and the only revenue, unless it were found 
necessary to tax imports, or the produce of other countries ; 
but that property which is accumulated by labour ought in 
Justice to be the property of the labourer, or of bim who 
employs and pays him. Such a property belongs to the in- 
dividual, and over it justice and social order prescribe that 
he should have an absolute power. I go so far as to say that 
individual property ought not to be taxed, and that the la- 
bourer should hear nothing about a tax upon his produce : 
but this is not an equality of property, though it would pro- 
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duce a greater equality than exists at present, and industry 
would possess charms that now no where attends it, as the 
industrious man would be the happy, the rich, and the 
powerful man, and not as under our present European system 
the unhappy, the poor, and the oppressed. No man, who had 
any correct ideas of property, or in what it consisted and 
what produced it, would ever speak of equalizing it among 
the common mass of mankind. ‘The right to possess indi- 
vidually, what industry or skill produces, is the very founda- 
tion of haman society, and tbe only distinction between 
mankind and other flocks of other animals. 

The greatest advantage which intelligence produces is the 
simplicity of systems, at least, nothing is worthy of being 
called intelligence that does not tend to this object. Eco- 
nomy .s a word much in use in this island, and is a word as 
much abused as it is used. We hear a great deal about do- 
mestic economy, social economy, political economy, and 
even religious economy, and all this talk about economy 
applied to notions and systems as complex as time, igno- 
rance, custom and carelessuess could make them. Economy 

‘signifies shnplicity ofarrangement in the means that are to pro- 
ducethe ends in view, and never will appearamonga commu- 
nity where free discussion is feared. So, Republicans of Hayti, 
set the example ofa free press: suffer it to exist free from 
laws: it wants nothing to regulate it beyond its own powers. 
View it as an emblem of tbe human mind, for such is its 
real character. 

Economy in finance, is that which I have pointed out to 
your attention in regard to raising a revenue trom the land. 
Nothing more simple can be devised. 3 

Economy in national government is that which exhibits 

“the greatest degree of physical and moral power upon the 
greatest degree of happiness among a people: such | take 
to be that which would leave them to chuse, as a whole, their 
own legislators and magistrates, and so manage all their aliairs 
by themselves, in the powers delegated to their representa- 
tives as men of their ownchoice. Here itis evident that eco- 
nomy would exclude kings and nobles, who claim the 
right or privilege of hereditary power: as hereditary power 
is not consistent, with delegated power that may at aby 
time be. rescinded. That man is a traitor to his species who 
supports: hereditary power in individuals that may not be 
rescinded. He belongs to no nation, but is the common 
enemy of man. It is vain that he calls himself a friend 0 
human liberty: his conduct strikes at its first principles, 
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which must be to preserve an equality of power among 
mankind. 

Economy in religion can not exist: its absence is the 
only economy connected with the word, as its utility can- 
not be proved, nor can it be shewn to be a necessary bumau 
or political institution: so economy would exclude the 
priests from society. 

Social economy is that system which would leave to every 
individual the profits of his labour and protect him in their 
possession : domestic economy is that which produces the 
greatest degree of happiness to a family; and individual 
economy implies bealth as well as happiness. 

Every species of economy is consistent with every other 
species, therefore, where harmony of interest is not found 
there is an absence of some species of economy. In Hayti, 
you had no prosperity, no happiness, no good prospect 
whilst Christophe lived a despot. In Spain we see the 
Constitution, that has preserved the hereditary power of the 
King and the collateral power of the Priests, has engender- 
ed a horrid civil war, which would have been avoided had 
it been possible to have practised that economy which 
would have excluded such unnatural powers from tbe con- 
stitution. 

Economy is morality, which is and must be the basis of 
all the good that can happen to an individual, to a family, 
toanation, and signifies a harmony of interests. Tinally 
the greatest economy connected with human nature is to in- 
crease the sum of intelligence, and at all times to give it 
full seope for operation upon a free printing press that prac- 
lisesand encourages all kinds of discussion. If you, Repub- 
licans of Hayti, will but support a free press, and other na- 
tions will not, you will soon become the most powerful 
nation on this globe. Leave it to work its own course un- 
fettered with any kind of laws, and if, through its medium, 
one individual injures another wrongfully, leave the in- 
jured individual to obtain redress in the shape of such 
damages as he can shew he has sustained; but still leave 
the press free. 

I have said as much to you now 


as my time and the space 
in which I have to print this address will adm 


it, but itis likely 


I may often pay you the same mark of respect, particularly, 
n hear that this bas been useful, agreeable, or accept- 
able, 

Itis reported in this Island, that you are see 
the slaves in the other [slands in your neig 
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assert their independence. It is said that the insurrection in 
Porto Rico'and Martinique have emanated from your coun- 
cils and influence. In this | consider you highly commend- 
able, so as prudence be connected with the measure and a 
proper time be chosen. It is more likely to my view that 
your noble.example, rather than your advice and influence 
has generated those insurrections. I wish every man what- 
ever be his colour or calling to obtain and to hold his politi- 
cal independence, and shall rejoice if ever I hear it said that 
there is no such character as a slave among mankind, | 
would rather prepare my own food and apparel, and do 
every thing that my wants may dictate, than | would have 
the assistance of a man or woman in the character of a 
slave. 

The progress of intelligence will decree the extinction of 
slavery, and a Reformed Parliament in this Island, would, 
amoung its first acts, emancipate every negro in its colonies, 
and the colonies as well. By all means beware of fostering any 
prejudice that may exist on the ground of colour. Think with 
one of our poets, and act upon that thought, that the mind 
is the man, and in mind we are all of a colour. 1 feel no 
more antipathy towards a man or a woman whose skin may 
not be of the same colour as mine, than I do to see a va- 
riauce in the colour of our dresses. We ought to live for 
mutual happiness and support, and not as beasts of prey, 
or worse than beasts of prey, for a variance in colour is no 
cause ‘for ‘hostility with them. Cleanliness and morality 
are the same in all men: but filthiness of person and immo- 
rality are as disgusting, in a person whose natural colour is 
white; as with him whose colour is black. All national 
prejidices, all religious prejudices, all prejudices about 
colour ought to be laid aside: let morality supersede them, 
and let all seek that improvement which shall tend to assist, 
comfort, and improve each other. Lifeisshort and confined; 
immorality is a bugbear. a falsehood: let us therefore lengthen 
it with happiness: for one day of liberty, happiness, and 
peace of mind,-is worth a ceatury of slavery, pain and 
misery. 

Republicans of Hayti, make your Island the center of 
intelligence; humanity, and political wisdom, by the aboli- 
tion of all those prejudices and restraints which form a bar 
to'human improvement. Proclaim the fraternity of the hu- 
man Species and pronounce your Island asa hospitable asy- 
lum for every moral industrious man who will enter It. Offer 
the rights of citizenship to every such person disposed to 
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join you, and you will speedily become to America what 
Albion has long been to Europe, an independent, powerful, 
and even invincible governmeut. Persecute none for mat- 
ters of opinion, but let those that are not good be put down 
by those that are good and that can be defended. 

You are safe now from any annoyance from Europe. 
We are all striving here to imitate your example, and all 
idea of hostility to the Republics of America is now aban- 
doned. ‘The government of this Island will very soon seek 
an alliance with you and leave you to dictate your own 
terms. Do well: deserve well, and farewell, is the ardent 
desire of your com-patriot and well-wisher 

RICHARD CARLILE, 
Dorchester Gaol, December 1), 
Year 3 of the Spanish Revo- 
lution. 





——-+ + - SS 


THE FOLLOWING MEMORIAL 


Was sent to the Treasury by Mary Ann Carlile, to which 
the following Answer has been given. 





TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF HIS MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 


THe MEMorIAL AND PETITION OF Mary ANN CaRLILE, 
@ prisoner in his Majesty’s Gaol of Dorchester, respect- 


fully sheweth:— 


That your Memorialist, for-nine months of the year 1821, 
managed the business of her brother, then and now confined 
in His Majesty’s Gaol of Dorchester, as a Publisher and 
Bookseller in the City of London, and though, in the course 
of this management, she had no authority over any other de- 
partment of the business than to sell such publications as 
Were sent into the shop for sale by her brother’s authority, 
she was subjected to an indictment at the instance of the So- 
clety for the Su ppression of Vice (as it calls itself) for selling 
4 pamphlet, at the price of sixpence, entitled, ‘* An Appendix 
to the Theological Works of Thomas Paine,” to which, in 
appearing to answer, the Judge denied her the right to make 
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a defence, and a Jury, having heard but one side of the case 
and that for the prosecution, returned her guilty of having 
published a blasphemous libel. . | . 

That, on the fifteenth day of November last, your Memo- 
rialist received the sentence of the Court of King’s Bench to 
be imprisoned one year in His Majesty’s Gaol of Dorches- 
ter, to pay a fine of five hundred pounds to the King’s Trea- 
sury, and to enter into recognizances to keep the peace and 
be. of good behaviour for five years to the amount of seven 
hundred pounds. 

Your Memorialist, further states, that during the time in 
which she managed her brother’s business, she received uo 
other profits than such as must have been paid as wages to 
any other servant: that she never did carry on any business 
on her own account that brought her more than a daily liv- 
ing: that at no period of her life did she ever possess pro- 
perty of one tenth of the value of the fine imposed upon her; 
and, that at this moment, she has no prospect of ever being 
able to pay it. 

Your Memorialist has suffered much in her health in the 
course of the winter part of her imprisonment, and finds it now 
so much impaired as to dread the effects of another winter 
upon it. She, therefore, prays your Lordships to remit a 
fine which she has not the means to pay, and to grant her a 
liberation at the end of the imprisonment part of her sentence, 
being the fifteenth day of November instant. 

MARY ANN CARLILE. 

Dorchester Gaol, Nov. 1. 1822. 





ManpaM, 
HAVING submitted to the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of His Majesty’s Treasury your Petition dated 
Ist ult. praying a remission of fines and your release trom 
Prison,—I am commanded to acquaint you that under all 
the circumstances attending your case, my Lords cannot ad- 
vise His Majesty to comply with the prayer of your Peti- 
tion. 
I am, Madam, Your obedient Servant, 


GEORGE HARRISON. 


Treasury Chambers, Dec. 14, 1822. 
Marty Ann Carlile, Dorchester Gaol. 
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The following Answer has been sent to Mr. Carlile’s Me- 
mortal to the Lords of the Treasury. 





SIR, 
Taz Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury hav- 
ing had under their consideration your Petition dated the 6th 
ult. praying’ a remission of fines and your release from 
Prison,—I am commanded to acquaint you, that under all 
the circumstances attending your case, my Lords cannot 
advise His Majesty to comply with the prayer of your Peti- 


tion, 
I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 


GEORGE HARRISON, 


Treasury Chambers, Dec. 14, 1822. 


Mr. R. Carlile, Dorchester Gaol. 








In consequence of the careless wording of a paragraph 
which has appeared in several public papers, the Lords of 
the ‘l'reasury are made to invite Mrs. Carlile to ask for the 
remission of her husband’s fines, promising that they will 
grant her what they have denied her husband. The follow- 


-ing is the paragraph :—“ Carlile’s Memorial to the Lords of 


the Treasury for the remission of his fines has, we are in- 
formed, been of no avail; but it is probable that the favour, 
which has been denied to him, will be extended to his wife.” 
Mrs. Carlile, having no fine and her two years imprisonment 
being néarly expired, has addressed the following Memorial 
to the Treasury. aa" a 





TO THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HIS 
MAJESTY’S TREASURY. 


THE MEMORIAL AND PETITION OF JANE CARLILE, a Priso- 
ner_in, His Majesty’s Gaol of Dorchester, respectfully 
sheweth :— 

That Memorialist has been induced to trouble their Lord- 


ships, in consequence ofa paragraph which has appeared in 
the public Papers, holding out a promise, that their Lord- 
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ships are disposed to granta favour on her application which 
they have denied to: her husband on bis, namely, a remission 
of his fines.—As she has now no favour of the kind to ask 
for herself, she cannot misinterpret the statement, however 
doubtful she may be of its authority. She, therefore, hopes 
and prays their Lordships will not disappoint her in the 
views which this apparent public promise has excited, and 
that their Lordships will not allow her liberation to become 
more painful than her confinement, in sending her into socie- 
ty, at the. expiration of her two years imprisonment, as a 
widow with four young children, by keeping her husband 
and their father a prisoner for a default of payment not of 
his own seeking, or that does not arise from his neglect or 
indisposition to pay. 
JANE CARLILE, 


Dorchester Gaol, Dec. 13, 1822. 











~-_— 


TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





o— 


Dear CrrizEN AND Faienp, Ripponden, Dec. 9, 1822, 
For such we consider you to mankind, except those who live upon 
the labour of other persons, Your endeavours to dissever Church 
and State are highly praiseworthy, for there never can be, either in 
this or apy other country, a good government while they are con- 
nected, - 

The Church does every thing it can to support the State, and in re- 
turn, the State protects the Church, do what it may! hence the es- 
cape of the Clogging Bishop, the Soldier, and the rape-committing 
Parson, &c., &c. 

Please, Sir, accept the following trifles as an earnest of our res- 
pects for you; and believe us to be your Fellow-Citizens aud 
Friends, 

Yours, &c., 





D. NIELD. 

s. d. s. d. 
D. Neild 5 O D.B. 2 6 
S. S. 3 0 M.C. 1 0 
Bn +h 9 6 JR. 1 0 
S. M. 1 © A fewFriends to Persecuted 
JJS. 1-0 Innocence 2 0 
G. H. 10 
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FREE DISCUSSION AND FAIR PLAY ARE NOT 
YET TO BE FOUND BEYOND THESE PAGES. 





THe following letter, signed “ A Labouring Mechanic,” ap- 
peared in “* The Statesman” on the 26th of October, and the 
letter which now accompanies it was sent to the Editor of 
that Paper within a day or two of its date. J have waited 
more than a reasonable time for its appearance, but in vain, 
so I Serena of my own publication, to do myself that 
justice which the persons connected with “ The Statesman” 
have denied me. I should have treated the Labouring Me- 
chanic’s letter in a very different manuer, if | had written at 
first for “ The Republican,” but | forbear any further obser- 
vations, at present, that the real extent of the liberality and 
fair play connected with “ The Statesman” may be seen. 

R. CARLILE, 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE STATESMAN. 





3 LETTER II, 

Str, 

1, THERE are, in my opinion, two ways for the Reformers of the pre- 
sent day to fight their battles; one mode is to act with folly and mn- 
discretion, and by so doing afford their enemies an opportunity to cut 
theirthroats: the other method is, to act with discretion and wisdom, 
and compel their opponents to cut their own. ‘ 

2. Great changes in old governments are only to be —_ 
the coiisequetices of its own acts. If the Reformers act wisely, they 
will cotipel the government to do foolish things, and by a 4 
vantage inch by inch of such folly, they will be able to accomp - a 
Reform, 1 do not think, as things now stand, any considerable effect 


can bé produced by any other means whatever. 

3. Here let me enter my protest against the mod 
by Mr. Carlile. He seems to think it possible to : 
by exciting a certain degree of enthusiasm against the present mode 


( ‘ests of des- 
of . eg s to weary out the high pries 
religious worship; and hope J n hope! Enthusiasm 


. ifices.—Vai 
potism by the frequency of the sacrilices. 
i the forte.of-weak minds; it is, at best, but an a 
that by obstinacy, which, you confess, you cannot otherwise 


lish for want of skill. ‘ 
: 4, A religion of some kind or other all nations have had, and al 
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ways will have. Unless it can be proved, that at the time the Pro- 
testantreligion was established, a; better, form of worship was known 
and which could have been adopted in the place of it, you can have no 
right to complain. Invent, if you be able, a better form of national 
worship, more fit for ali classes, better adapted tq all capacities, and 
1 will answer for the government being soon compelled to adopt it, 
America with unlimited freedom, with all her native, and all her im- 
ported talent, hasbeen unable to accomplish this task. Men worship 
their Maker there in their own way, and have nothing to fear but ri- 
dieule from the publication of their opinions, however heterodox, 

d It was. the boast of Mr. Carlile, after he had had four persons taken 
from his shop within a fortnight, that he held a list of some hundred 
volunteers ready to supply their places, But give ine the man that 
ean fight the battle without skaith or wound. Martyrs are useless in 
the cause of truth. If one half the nation was to be roasted alive, | 
eannot, for ny part, see how the other half is to be benefited by the 
act, 

6. Iwill venture to say, that the effects produced by able Refor- 
mets have bern more completely neutralized by the injudicious acts 
of men of their own party, than from all other circumstances put to- 
gether. See for what trifles men have allowed themselves to be in- 
carcerated; and consider how much of the time and means of the Re- 
formers are now taking up in supporting and endeavouring to pay 
the fines ofinjudicious men. Let us haveno more of this. Half the 
money it has cost the Reformers to pay for the follies of their owa 
party, would have. put six of their best men inio Parliament, 

7. Methinks | hear the Red Lion Club ask, what would you have 
us do? A will tell them. Acquire knowledge and communicate it; 
compel by reasoning every man you know tothink with you on political 
Subjects; enter into no dispute about the length of devil's tail, or the size 
of hishoris; you will never settle those points until you be able to prove 
his éxistence; therefore waste no time on such subjects. Do not se- 
parate yourselves into little knots; you are safest in the crowd. In 
yourattacks through the press, use no weapon but that deadly one, 
argument —it pierces deep; that weapon which Mr. CoLbett wields so 
ably, and which you ito be so blind to your own interes!) would al- 
teinptto restrain-in bis hand.—-What! can we do nothing more? | 
answer, 10, | The seed is sown, has vegetated, is coming up. Do you 
want to act like a child, who having planted.a bean takes it up every 
half hour to see if it has a root?) Before a permanent, bloudiess, re- 
form can take place in England, three-fifihs of its inhabitants must be 
convinced of the necessity for that reform, Go on then, and show 
that necessity } and where the best wan among you can mnake one con- 
vert, Mr. Cobbett will make a hundred, and compel the government 
to make ‘a thousand. Yet, had ver: the power, you would have 
Snatched the pen'froin his'hand. Your conduct in passing and pub- 
lishing your resolutivhs, was the consummation of presumption and 
folly. lam, &e. 

FIIBY Fn A LABOURING MECHANIC. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE STATESMAN. 





SIR, |. Dorchester Gao}, Nov. 7, 1822, 

] aM,not a subscriber to the Statesman, though it has been 
seat to me by two and three at a time for some time past, 
after a friend bas done with it in London. It has happened 
that-your paper of the 26th ult. did not reach me uutil the 
3d inst. or J should have certainly asked the space of a 
column earlier to expose the malignity of a writer, who 
bas seut you a second letter under the signature of “ A La- 
bouring Mechanic.” 

In that letter I meddle with nothing but what is directly 
applied to myself, for as I do not see, and never wish to 
see that,corrupt and venal paper called the Old ‘Times, | 
have never seen the resolutions that have been printed in it, 
as emavating from a company who meet at the Red Lion 
public;house, Windmill Street. One only of those resolu- 
tions have I,seen, and that was was copied into a Sherborne 
paper.’ With those resolutions I do not meddle; on them | 
can pass uo opinion, further than to say, that | feel assured, 
from what I know and what I have heard of the company 
who meetat the Red Lion in question, that none of their sen- 
timents or proceedings would have found space to be record- 
ed in the Old Times, but for the gratification its conductors 
feel, whenever an occasion offers, to abuse Mr. Cobbet. It 
is sufficient proof of this for me to say, that a respectable 
looking :youpg man in my employ met a very gross insult 
at their office, fer requesting an advertisement of the Poli- 
tieal| Works of Thomas Paine, one copy of which is worth 
all the, Old Times Papers that have been printed and its 
priceto the bargain. hag 

But this second letter of the “ Labouring Mechanic” Is 
ai insidious and malignant attack upon my public condact, 
and! written for no other purpose: insidious because It was 
unnecessary to introduce my name into a sitbject of Salat, 
derstanding with two other parties; and malignant, because 
it contains a sweeping condemnation of every attempt 1H 
relieve me from my present situation, and that al é 99 
Critical moment. Even upon this ground, 1 wou re 
been, silent, if I did not perceive that your y rgjidin ri - 
was.as shallow-pated, and as corrupt, as he is ma + 
The lash of a wise man, who convinces one of error, Is oe 
rable; however it may smart, but when ignorant vanity 





‘, 
“, 
te, 
on 
~> 
- 
- 


— 





948 THE REPUBLICAN. 


becomes insolent, and finds the means of intruding itself 
on our attention, it is intolerable, and can only be got rid of 
by a corresponding chastisement. 

Though this letter of the Labouring Mechanic, is profess- 

edly a defence of Mr. Cobbett against the conduct of 
another party, I can almost venture to swear that that 
gentleman never saw it before it was in print, or he would 
have put it mto the fire. Such is not the wav Mr. Cobbett 
is accustomed to defend himself when he sees the necessity 
of it; and has an opponent worth notice, and I am certain 
that he thinks and sees with me, that such a defender as 
this Labonring Mechanic, is the greatest curse that a man 
can have about him, when there is a battle to be fought. 
Such‘a defender would do his friend more harm thana buo- 
dred'enemies. ' The resolutions of the Red Lion Club would 
have been put down to the malignity of the Old Times, had 
not the Statesman been laid open to some weak, very foolish 
and indisereet notices of them. By what I can learn and 
judge of them they were not worth Mr. Cobbett’s notice. 
Having'said thus much by way of introduction, | proceed 
to‘erack each paragraph that concerns me upon the shallow 
malignant pate of your correspondent, the Labouring Me- 
chanie; and to show that if he cannot use other tools Letter 
than his'pen, he labours in vain. 
‘iPre begins’ with stating bis opinion that there are two 
ways for the Reformers of the present day to fight their 
battles, the one is to fight with indiscretion, the other with 
discretion, This ‘is the subject of the first paragraph; very 
inyportant as applicable to “the present day!” It is just 
like telling us that if we propose to journey to a stated 
place and take’ a contrary road we shall never reach it! 
and yet he assimes thut the contrary is a way as well as 
the direct. A) man cannot fight a battle with folly and 
indiscretion: there may be degrees of discretion in the mat- 
ter) but the absence of all the degrees would be equivaient to 
a ceasing’ to fizht, or an absence of fighting. This applies 
more particularly to the battle of Retorm. If he had said 
every man is not’a fighter of the battlé of Reform who 
may’think himself'such, he would have’ said something !- 
telligibie,'and at ‘the same time perhaps have been a case 10 
pointito illustrate his assertion. 

iHe begins ‘his second paragraph with an assertion equally 
ptofound;and convinces us at once by the powers of his 
mind: that,'“*none but bimself can be bis parallel.” He 
says * Great changeés in old governments are only to be ex- 
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pected as the consequences of its own acts.” A wise saw! 
Pray, Mr. Editor, would not the same cause and effect 
apply as well to new governments, or to those which are 
midway between new and old? He would have spoken just 
as much if he had said a cause produces an effect, and an 
effect has a cause. 

The next sentence is still worse, he says: “If the Re- 
formersact wisely, they will compel the goverument to do fool- 
ish things, and by taking advantage inch by inch of such 
folly, they will be able to accomplish a Reform.” If there be 
such a class of Reformers, | am not ashamed to say that I 
have no kin with them. This will be building a Reform 
upon follies or a foolish foundation witha vengeance! 
What I understand by a Reform, is a desire to compel the 
government to act wisely: but for wise Reformers to make 
their own government do foolish things, is a line of conduct 
abovethe tact of my mind, This man isa fool. | am sure 
Mr. Cobbett will not acknowledge him to be his disciple. 

The two paragraphs I have uoticed are but an introduc- 
tion to the third and following: they are a sort of preamble 
to the bill of indictmeut against me, for, in the third my 
name is introduced, and a solemn protest is entered against 
the mode of attacking the enemies of Reform which I adopt. 
I can assure this man, that his protestis a bubble of no ac- 
count with me, unless he can support it with better reasons 
than he has adduced here. He confines my object to the ex- 
citement of a certain degree of enthusiasm against the pre- 
sent mode of religious worship. Such a conclusion does pot 
belong to me, it is applicable to those who cail themselves 
Freethinking Christians! Unitarian Christians! and other 
Dissenting Christians from the Christian church established 
by law. -It relates to no part of my conduct, and though 
this. fellow has had the impudence to enter a protest against 
my, mode of attack, be is as evidently ignorant of that mode, 
as he has. shewn himself to be of that-adopted by M r. Cob- 
bett, which he professes to defend. Hoping that this com- 
munication. will follow in the same channel as the Labour- 
ing. Mechanie’s letter has gone, I forbear to induige in a 
Statement. here of what my object Is, coutrasted with what 
this. fellow has represented it to be, because, I should touch 
On points that would render it inadmissible to your columns. 
I must, refer. the Labouring Mechanic and all others to 
“ The Republican,” and others of my own publications for 
better information upon this subject. Thus much | may be 
allowed.to say, that your correspondent did not see how the 
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priests, thé tithes, the church property, aud the laws relating 
to church and religion were not the smallest and weakest 

rops of the corruptions of the government; the removal of 
which must necessarily precede a reform. 

The fourth paragraph begins with ancther very pat conclu- 
sion, but one that is altogether gratuitous. It is thus: 
“A religion of some kind or other all nations have had and 
always will have.” To this assumption 1 answer, that the 
certain knowledge, that almost every man endowed with 
science and sense dispenses with every kind of religion, gua- 
rantees the possibility of a well educated community being 
entirely free from it, always bearing in mind that morality, or 
our social duties, form a thing totally distinct from religion, 
or that kind of thought and action which relates to man and 
the cause of his existence. Morality isthe foondation ofall 
social duties: religion is the foundation of nothing but chi- - 
meras and mental maladies that lead to physical disasters. 

He goes on to say: “* Unless it can be proved, thatat the 
time the Protestant religion was established, a better fourm of 
worship was known, and which could have been adopted in 
the place of it, you can have no right to complain. Wasever 
so much ignorance and impudence combined before! Admitted 
into the columns of a liberal paper too!- Supposing this man 
to call himself a political reformer, may not the same ques- 
tion be varied and put to him? Will it not apply to him to 
say: Unlessit'can be proved, that at the time the present 
form of the British Government was established, a better 
form was known, and which could have been adopted in the 
place of it, you can have no right to complain?” ‘This ex- 
ceeds all Mr. Canning’s notions of government and Reform! 
Good sense, defend me from a connection or identification 
with all such Reformers! My object is not to invent any 
thing new in national worship, not to set up any new sect of 
religionists, but to shew that the whole thing can be better 
dispensed with than preserved. I wish to pull down all kinds 
of idols, both political and theological, and to rid the coun- 
try ofevery kind of idolatry, from thecertain knowledge, that 
every species forms an ‘expensive establishment, and be- 
comes a tax upon industry and a drawback upon the labour- 
er’s comforts. 

In the fifth paragraph, in condemning the sacrifices T have 
made in the struggle for free discussion, he says: ‘But 
give me the man that can fight the battle without skaith or 
wound.” J retort upon him the question to shew me such @ 
man in time past or present, ‘The fellow meant’to pena 
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compliment to Mr. Cobbett in this sentence, but he is wide 
ci his mark. Where is another who bas suffered more in 
“skaiths” and wounds than Mr. Cobbett? So far, I think, 
he has suffered more “ skaiths” and wounds than | have. 

This man has made a theoretical! discovery of importance, 
if he could exhibit the practical part of it: he says: ‘* Mar- 
tyrs are uselessin the cause of truth.” He would have been 
pearer the truth, if he had said, it never was yet promulga- 
ted without being associated with martyrdom. It is a lament- 
able fact, though not less true, and the whole of it belongs 
to the account of that superstition ihis corrupt and cold- 
blooded man wishes to cherish. I cannot call him a Reformer. 
Does he mean to say that I have not suffered for the cause 
of truth? If so,.let him explain. 

In the sixth paragraph, he makes a dead push at every'at- 
tempt on my part to raise my fines, and at every disposition 
there may be to assist me in that object. The fellow’s spite 
is all centered upon me, and for what reason I know not. I 
am more anxious he should have this public answer through 
the columns of the Statesman than iu any other way, be- 
cause, I haye been informed, that, it has been said, from the 
article being anonymous, that Mr. Cobbett must have ap- 
proved of it, and that it is an indirect attack from him upon 
me at this (to me) important moment. I do not believe this 
statement for it is foreign to the otherwise uniform conduct 
of Mr. Cobbett towards me. The name of * Wenman’” bas 
been sent to me as the writer, and I have been told from 
those who know bim, that the article was sybjected toa 
pruning of its seurrilities before it appeared. If this be true 
it makes some one in the Statesman’s office responsible for 
so much of it as has appeared. As it stands now, I can only 
consider it a blot on the pages of the Statesman, which I 
trust the insertion of this answer. will in some measure 
efface. 

I could have entered into answer to other points of his 
letter, but I fear I have gone almost.too far already for an 
intrusion upon pages not my own. I will conclude, with 
noticing his talk, that, **the Reformers-subscription money 
if half of it had been applied that way, would bave put six 
of their best men into Parliament.” ‘1 cannot but think that 
this notion is the most fallacious of all that have been circu- 
lated among the Reformers. I have elsewhere publicly 
attacked and exposed it. My argument is this. Ifa seat in 
Parliament can be bought with money, if there be men with 
larger purses then the Reformers’ subscription purse, which 
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is notoriously the case, and if those rich men wish to keep a 
honest Reformer out of Parliament, a case equally notorious 
will not the longest purse carry the day? If ever the Re- 
formers waste any money, they will find it to be in attempt- 
ing to send men to Parliament by dint of money alone. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
R. CARLILE. 








TO MR, R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL, 





Sunday, not the seventh day on which 
Jehovah rested and was refreshed, 
Dec, 1, 1822, of Jehovah, jun. and 
ResPecTeD Citizen, 46th of the Independence of the 
People who took Paine’s advice. 
Ir certainly is the duty of every person to pay attention to public 
affairs, and I think it as certain that if due attention was paid by 
those suffering under the present unfair system of government, 
things would very soon be regulated as they ought to be. 

But seeing that almost every thing which force or fraud can sup- 
ply is made use of to prevent the working classes from obtaining a 
knowledge of the real nature of government and religion, it is the 
duty of every friend of humanity, to back and support, to the 
utmost of their power, those who have, as it were, scaled the very 
walls of Despotism, in pointing out to the people the delusions 
practised upon them, and in leading them to discover what govern- 
ment is, and what it ought to be. 

I would strongly recommend it to every one who is sensible of 
the value of rational freedom to endeavour to the utmost of his 
power, however little that may be, to make as many more so as 

ossible, 

i think it a great mistake of those of the labouring and journey- 
men classes, who think their opinions of little weight in the social 
scale. I think, that if they generally understood their situation and 
rights they certainly could make their influence, at least, as power- 
ful as any class in society. 

I would recommend it to all my fellow journeymen, that instead 
of employing their spare moments in chit chat, which, to say the 
least of it, is seldom very interesting, let the subject rather be 
politics, or the foundation of religion; and if they have any spare 
pence, instead of spending them on unnecessary drink, tobacco, &c. 
let them rather be for news reading, political and theological books, 
pamphlets, &c., and those who unwillingly join drinking parties, 
had better purchase twopenny, threepenny, or sixpenny pamphlets, 
on subjects of public interest, and circulate them freely, or present 
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them to those who need them, or will make a good use of them. 
Full many a point is stretched on account of drink, that if done in 
this way would surely produce more real comfort and rational en- 
joyment to all concerned. Some may entertain fear on account of 
their employers, but itshould be considered that prejudice is rapid] 
wearing of, let.a man be strictly honest and attentive to his business, 
and encourage all his neighbours to be so, and I have little fear 
that many employers will be found bigoted enough to reject a 
steady workman, merely because he promotes rationality. But at 
all events where freethinkers are not allowed to speak freely, still 
there are ways and means to set people a thinking; for instance, if 
every Zetetic was to employ the Lord’s day in writing simple.ques- 
tions, such as follows, and strew them in the streets, or even in the 
idol’s temples. 


Is the following the word of a wise God, or a foolish ignorant 
man? 

‘* If any man come unto me, and hate not his father and his mo- 
ther, and wife and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”” Luke xiv. 26. 


Or a simple direction to some beautiful Text or Contradiction, 
and, by the by, as there are many contradictions and important pas- 
sages in the Bible, which I have not seen taken notice of, I think it 
would not be amiss for those who have time to spare, to look out a 
few, and I think if they were all collected together, they would form 
a useful pocket piece. 

Perhaps you will think these few ideas trifling, however my aim 
is to induce every one to do the hest he can, and | assure you that 
were it not for my wife and three young children that | have to pro- 
vide for, I would have been at your service, that is the service of 
the public, in your shop. 

Edinburgh. THOMAS FINLAY. 

P.§S. Do you think the following attempt at a parody of Hearts 
of Oak, is worth singing at the celebration of Paine’s Anniversary ? 





Come cheer up, my friends, ’tis to freedom we steer, 
To honour its advocates, why should we fear? 
’Tis Reason we follow, not impudent knaves, 
Who tell us we're free, while by force we are slaves, 
But the Press is our weapon, Reform is our aim, 
We always are ready, 
Trusty and steady, 
Nonsense to condemn, and defend Truth, like Paine. 


Great Paine, his bold pen pointed straight to fair play, 
When that compass, Columbia first chose for her way, 
Quick, she freedom resolved on, sent tyrants away, 

Now who are so free, strong and happy as they ? 
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Of live oak are their ships, Freedom's tars are their men, 
Who always are ready, 
Trusty and steady, 

To trode or to conquer our tyrants again. 


Thot hero, Carlile, a true friend of mankind, 
Now strives to enlighten whom knaves would keep blind, 
Th’ oppressors of body, and tyrants of miad, 
He manfully combated ’gainst him they’re combined, 
*Cause the Press is his weapon, Reformers his men, 
Who always are ready, 
Trusty and steady, 
Nonsense to condemn, and defend Truth, like Paiae. 


Let’s ne’er see Truth’s foes but we'll wish them to stay, 
They seldom hear us, but they wish us away ; 
Or if they try Reason we run them ashore, 
And show their best answer, a strong prison door: 
But the Press is our weapon, {efor is our aim, 
We'll always be ready, 
Trusty and steady, 
Nonsense to condemn, and defend Truth again. 





ee 


TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Stock port, Dec. 2, 1822, of the 
Carpenter’s Wife’s Son alias 
Crrizen, Ghost begotten God. 
It is with extreme pleasure I again address you on the part 
of the brave Republicans of Stockport, whose energy for 
universal liberty increases in a tenfold proportion, to the 
punishments inflicted by our Tyrants on honest men and 
women, for virtuous actions. Notwithstanding the punish- 
ments are many and severe, yet our numbers in favour 
of Deism, Materialism, and Republicanism increase every 
week, every one that our tyrannical Christian rulers sends 
to a dungeon for what they call sedition and blasphemy, 
adds an hundred to our number, consequently the number 
of advocates they lose are in like proportion, every one 
who reads Mrs. Wright’s address to the Christian big-wigs, 
must not only be disgusted with the system of monstrous 
tyranny that exists in this country, but must and will render 
every assistance in his power towards putting an effectual 
stop to such.villainous misrule. The day of terror is gone 
by, inflicting punishments on men and women for virtuous 
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actions, has the contrary effect to what it formerly had. 
We see daily, as fast as one is sent to a dungeon for advocat- 
ing the principles of free discussion the volunteers in sup- 
port of such principles increases in a tenfold proportion, 
this is a very good proof that the people are convinced 
from long experience that nothing short of a complete and 
Radical change in both Church and State, can render them 
happy. The more freyuent questions of importance are 
discussed, the nearer do we arrive at truth, therefore, Sir, 
discussing those great and important questions. Republi- 
canism, Deism, and*Materialism, in opposition to Kingcraft 
and Priestcraft in such an able and manly manner as you 
have done, has been a great means of causing the people 
to look forward to something more than those halfway 
measures of Reform that were lately so popular. This in 
my humble opinion is a sufficient proof of the propriety and 
necessity of establishing free discussion on the best and 
broadest foundation possible, and for shewing the propriety 
of establishing such discussion upon such a foundation as 
has sent you, your wife, sister and others, to linger for years 
in a dungeon, and this is called Christian justice! away 
with such hypocrisy and villainy, and indeed, Sir, it is 
going away, and fast too, and if our Christian protectors do 
not shorten your days by some of their well known appli- 
cations that have been used successfully in St Helena, for can- 
cerous stomachs, and in London for bowel complaints, you 
will live to see Christianity, as by law established, swept 
from the face of the earth, to make way for another and 
more useful establishment, namely, that of free discussion, 
which will lead to Republicanism, Deism, and Materialism, 
free discussion once established all the holy prophets, Ghost 
begotten Gods, and idolatries of every denomination will be 
totally annihilated and the study of mathematics and philo- 
sophy will of course take up their room.” In the study -of 
these we shall find something tangible, without bewildering 
our minds by imagining a sometbing that no mathematical 
demonstration can reach. How are we to apply the mathe- 
matics, either to Heaven or Hell, God or Devil? why we 
may calculate, if possible, until we found the end of -calcu- 
lation, and after all we should be just where we were at the 
commencement, there is certainly something in nature that 
keeps the various systems (for we are taught by nature to 
believe there are systems without number) in order, and it 
appears more regular and systematic to prove this something 
is matter, than to prove that it is a spirit »without matter, 
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and that this said spirit should reveal itself either to a tyrant, 
or madman, (for those who have pretended to have conversed 
wih spirits, are either one or-the other which their actions 
daily prove.) Wedo not know of any thing that is not matter, 
neither do we know of any method of calculating upon any 
thing that is not matter, and the only answer to all the 
questions that are put to religionists, relative to spirits without 
matter amounts to this, that “7¢ is a spirit because it is,” 
and this is all that the thousands of volumes that have been 
wrote in favour of the different religions in the world amounts 
to, l-know they cannot demonstrate mathematically any 
question relative to spirits without matter, therefore | can- 
not believe their nonsense. It is mentioned in one of the 
numbers of “The Republican” that you intend making a 
tour amongst your country friends, as soon as you ,leave 
your abode of Christian security, and if you do, I hope 
you will not forget Stockport; though we have done little 
towards paying those Christian fines imposed on you, yet 
we should feel ourselves highly delighted in having the 
pleasure of shaking the invincible Carlile by the hand, have 
the goodness, Sir, to give our best respects to your noble 
Wife and Sister, and tell them we will assist the first favour- 
able opportunity to procure them justice. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your sincere friend and well-wisher, 


WILLIAM PERRY. 


P.S. A number of Republicans met together at Mr. 
M‘Auley’s, Cooper Street, on the evening of the day you 
should have been liberated, and spent several convivial 
hours together, we had many songs and toasts the principal 
of which was “ Destruction to the opposers of the liberation 
of Richard Carlile and family.” It was received with long 
and continued applause. ‘The amount of our present sub- 
seription is Eight Pounds Eight Shillings and Sixpence, and 
I sincerely hope the Republicans of Stockport will continue 
their exertions until the whole of your family and Shopmen 
are liberated. We should be happy to know, Sir, if you 


have any prospect of immediate liberatlon. 


We: P, 


Fifth subscription of Mr. CARLILE’S Friends at STOCK PORT. 


Collected by Citizens Perry, Shot- 
tin and Fairbrother W. Perry 
; s. d. T. Hasleburst 
An enemy to persecution 5 0 W. Fielding 


Oru? 
Onoa 
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Free Discussion 

T. Smith 

C. Turner 

J. Craven 

May all such persons as 
Castlereagh fall into the 
arms of a Bankhead; and 
may courts of law never 
receive any respect until 
the Bishop of Clogher 
meets with his just re- 
ward 

R. Wregley 

J. Saxby 

J. Wilson 

J. Whiteleg 

J. Penny 

E. Swann 

J. Swann 

Betty Swann 

Peggy Swann 

Jesse Swann 

George Swann 

J. Tootle 

T. Oldham 

J. Cooke 

Robert Wright 

C. Pickford 

S. Hi. 

6. ‘F. FP. 

R. W. 

An enemy to all Priests 

A Deist of 23 years standing, 
aged 35 

Think of it 

J. A. an admirer of Mira- 
baud’s beautiful “System 
of Nature.” 

J. Longson 

G. Appleton 

Ex milo, nibil fit. From 
nothing, nothing can be 
made 

T. W. 

W. -Shottin one who is not 
surprised at Parson Mal- 
thus’s plan for checking the 
population, when he con- 
siders the dirty tricks of 
the Bishop of Clogher 

Sarah Shottin 

J. Reid 

J. Vickerton 

WL. 
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J. Bardsley 

J. Fletcher 

J. Sanderson 

C. Barnet 

C. Hadfield 

Fanny Palfryman 

R. Walker 

E. Elliot 

J. Clark, an Enemy to blood- 
sucking Kings and Priests 

W. Beard 

T. Hume 

Au Enemy to Kings and 
Priests 

A Clogg Sole 

A Friend 

J. Smith 

T. R. 

R.C. 

W. Fairbrother, a Materialist 
and Republican, converted 
by reading the bold and de- 
cisive work, “ Mirabaud’s 
System of Nature” 

Amicus, second subscription 

A Friend, not altogether of 
nie opinion ; but one who 

ates Persecution 

A Christian Lady of Eighty 

R. H. 1s.—S. R. 6d.—I. 8. 6d 
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Collected by Citizens Entwisle and 


Sykes. 
J. Moore 
C. Pickston 
A Friend 
J. Entwisle 
W. Sykes 
Philo Unitarian 
Buckley 
Broom 
a. 
J. Greenhalgh 
J. Beswick 
J. Seel 
M. Hurst 
J. O., a Friend 
Eroch Holland 
W. Miles 
T. Burton 
J. Jameson 
Robert Cheetham 
Pseudo “ Infidel” 
James Higgins 
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J. Fisher 


s. 
0 


d. 


~) 


Collected by Citizens Mason and 


Williamson. 


A. Swift 

Isaac Mason, sen. 

Isaac Mason, jun. 

James Parkins 

P. Johnson 

J. Bradley 

Betty Mason 

Mr. Clarke 

Mary Blackett 

From a Friend 

W. Wedge 

J. Fogg 

J. Malone 

J. Slide 

J. Newton 

T. Mellor 

T. Tuz 

A Friend to Truth 

J. Brooks 

J. W. 

J. Platt 

J. Williamson 

W. Broomhead 

W. Blackshaw, Materialist 
and Republican. 

“Of dil the tyrannies on hu- 

man kind, 
The worst is that which per- 
secutes the mind” 

J. Blackshaw 

W. Fenton 

Robert Mason 

R. 

J. Berry 

‘A Briend to free enquiry 

J. Pearson 

A. Parkes 

T. Warren 

G. Wright 

S. Platt 

P. Hewit 

Mrs. Gibbon 

B. Bayley 

S. Carrington 

R. Barrow 

J. Hindley 

J. Yates 


cowocococun 


eoovuc-cosd 


6 


SCOCFfMOOOCrKR HO OTOGOeK*) 


me OD & © © 


bh =>) 
m= Oe © Oeke 0H OO Oo 


OW & 


D. Caldwell, an original De- 


ist 


Collected by Citizens Kershaw and 


M‘ Auley. 
A Friend 
E. Ardern 
C. Fanning 
J.H. 
T. Hamer 
J. Podmore, an Enemy to 
persecuting Priests 
J. Clayton 
WwW. W. 
J. Hamer 
J. Hamer 
G. Swindles 
. W ood 
. Torrens 
. Orr 
.&. 
S. Hill 
S. Hill 
A Number of Friends 
R. Berry 
Adam Mair 
A recipe tor making bread. 
Ezekiel, chap. 4, ver. 12. 
Jonathan Kershaw 
John M‘Auley 
Martin Blackett 
T. Chadwick, N. B. L. 
J. Gibbon 
W.'\M‘Auley 
Mr. T. Cheetham, Surgeon 
A Friend 
T. Williams, an African 
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Collected by Citizen Elkin. 


A Painite 

G. W. 

‘* Find it out” 
R. B. 


A Friend 

Lawrence Lovetruth 
Philip Fairplay 
Peter Greadley 

T. G. 
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TO MR. WILLIAM PERRY, STOCKPORT. 





Cirizen, Dorchester Goal, Dec. 17, 1522. 
Be so good to return my thanks to the Republicans of 
Stock port, for their further support, and inform them that 
I will not fail to see every one of them that may be in 
Stockport when I can move that way, but 1 am sorry to 
say that I have no certain prospect of liberation, and at 
least | expect it will be the work of some months to a¢com- 
plish it. I am anxious to face my tyrants and persecutors 
on other ground, by way of a change, therefore, I shall 
leave no means untried to obtain my liberation. Be assured, 
however, that 1 am quite at ease and think less about having 
my body in prison than I should if my mind was any way 
shackled. 

Yours, with gratitude, 
R. CARLILE. 





LAWRENCE’S LECTURES. 
My edition of this work will be complete in a few weeks, 
and will sell at or about fourteen shillings in bds. containing 
two Lectures never printed with the suppressed volume be- 
fore. 1 have also purchased the origiual plates from the 
publishers of the original edition, and hope my copy will be 
found even preferable to the original, from its containing in, 
one volume all the Lectures ever delivered by Mr. Lawrence 
in his character of Professor, in the Royal College of Sur- 
geons. It will continue to be scld in numbers at 3d. each, 
for the convenience of those who cannot purchase the whole 
at once and the plates will be sold at 3d. each, or 3s. the set 
of twelve. The original edition without the two introductory 
Lectures sold for a guinea before it was suppressed, and by 
the addition of the two Lectures, the present edition may be 
considered but half the price, and fuliy equal io print and 


paper. 
R. CARLIVE. 


ISRAEL VINDICATED, is now ready for delivery: 
and the KORAN, the small edition of PAINE’S WORKS, 


and the MOCK TRIALS of R. Carlile, will be proceeded 
with as fast as the circumstances which controul them will 


admit. 
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- Subseriptions received at. Wate Lang. .\ —tie 

For Mrs. Which; One Pound according to promise, from ed unknown Friend, 
who will not forget her go where she may. 

From the same person, Ten shillings for Mr. and Miss ame soles his third 
subscription. 

Fromthe same Ten Shillings for Mr. Carlile’s Shopmen to be divided equally 
among them, 

By the same, from a Lady Two Shillings and Sixpence for Mrs. Wright. | Two 
and Sixpence for Mr. Carlile, and Two and Sixpence for Miss Carlile. 


W. A. for Mrs. Wright 0 100 John Venus 01 0 
W. A. for Mr. Carlile io o FH. 3:4 
For Mrs. Wright. 

Mr. L, 5 0 consigned her to a dungeon 
A Friend from Leicester 5 0 may endure the most excruci- 
A Friend 2 0 ating tortures i oO 
A. D. a female, for Mrs. Wright Thomas Gillison for Mrs. Wright 0 6 
who wishes that cold-hearted A Friend to Mrs. Wright 2 UV 
corrupt wretch of a Judge who 
Subscriptions received at 126, Newgate Street, London. 
Mr. Greenwood 0 6 Bishop of London 5 0 
From a few Mechanics of Cray- For the true Patriot R, Carlile 

ford in Kent, Enemies to Per- from his friend F. Vine 1 O 

secution, whether political or To the Carlile’s suffering in the 

religious to R. Carlile, for the cause of Free Discussion, H. 5 6 

noble stand he has made in From the Fleur-de-leus is 

defence of every thing that is A. D. a sincere friend to Mr. Car- 

dear to us as men. per John lile and the whole of his family, 

Yule 16 0 Mother to the young Lady who 
Bishop of London 5 0 gave the Farthings 20 9 
No Friend to Bishops 2 6 Bartlet 1 0 
L. C. a Friend to Truth 1 My. ee 2 6 
From the Rope Makers at Shad- O. S. 20 

well, per Mr. Bowyer 1210 A. Stevens 0 6 
G. Bartlet 0 6 H.P. 2 6 
Vowel 4 0 A Friend to Freedom 5 0 
C. W. Sirrah 20 0 Lucifer 0 6 
Cabinet Maker, Ossulston Street, John Rainbird, Materialist v0 

Somers Town 3 6 John Francis 1, 0 
R. Adams 2 6 B.T. 1 0 
From the Fleur-de-leus 0 6 

Further Subscriptions from Birmingham. 
A’ Friend to the liberty of C. M. a Friend 5 0 

the Press i 0 0 Try again at Hypocrisy 2 6 
W. A. one who thinks every William Moore 2. 0 

person ought to be as free J. Perry 2 0 

to publish as to think 1.06 0; 4&4 1 0 
An Auctioneer 0 7 6 


The following letter accompanied the £ 5 note, which was stated to have been 
received by Mrs, Wright from Edinburgh. The post mark was imperfect, but 
from the charge of postage, it was more like Wellingborough. 

Mrs. S. Wright—The heroine in the cause of Free Discussion, and consequently 
a prisoner in Newgate. 

I beg your acceptance of the enclosed Five Pounds as a small token of ‘my ad- 
miration of your virtuous conduct, in preferring a dungeon, ee than shape 
your Defence to the taste of my Lord Chief Justice. ours, &c. 

*“ AN ENEMY TO PE ECUTION. = 
From Green-acre’s Moor near Oldham, through the hands of Mr. James Wheeler 
of Manchester, # 2. 10s. 3d. 


Printed and Published by R. CARLILE, 55, Fleet-Street. 






















